NATFACS NEWS 
President’s Message
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Commitment – “There’s a difference between interest and commitment.  When you’re interested in doing something, you do it only when circumstance permit.  When you’re committed to something, you accept no excuses, only results.”  


You can show that you are committed to the Family and Consumer Sciences profession by attending our 2010 NATFACS convention at ACTE December 2-4, in Las Vegas, Nevada.  It will be my pleasure and honor to serve as your leader during this annual meeting.


Your 2010-2011 NATFACS Executive Council (and numerous other FACS professionals) have been working diligently to make this year’s meeting a “sure bet”.  We will have excellent and informative sessions; an educational showcase of the best teaching ideas from your fellow professionals across the country; a delicious luncheon with presentations of awards to our already worthy candidates; and a hospitality room complete with refreshments, networking opportunities and an “excuse” to do a little shopping in our NATFACS Nook.  Of course we couldn’t be meeting in Las Vegas without taking a chance on “lady luck” by purchasing tickets for the State Baskets along with assisting our NATFACS Scholarship Program for those future committed professionals.


You can demonstrate your commitment to NATFACS by becoming a committee member, a committee chair, or even run for a national office.  The professional and personal growth (along with the networking opportunities) you experience are well worth it!  And it’s FUN too!!  We are always telling our students to set goals.  Won’t you make involvement in NATFACS one of your professional goals?  Fill out this year’s involvement card while at the convention.  You won’t regret your decision!


Make sure someone from your state is able to attend the “State Contact Meeting”.  This is where we at NATFACS get the opportunity to update our information.  That way we can keep each and every one of you informed and involved.


Become a mentor to a new FACS professional and invite her (or him) to Las Vegas.  We plan to host a “New Members Reception”.  Be watching for more details about that in the FACS Conference Information Center.  Be sure to stop by the Center to register for the FACS sessions and purchase your luncheon ticket.  


“When work, commitment, and pleasure all become one and you reach that deep well where passion lives, nothing is impossible.”  Do you have the FACS Passion?  Are you fully committed to our organization?  If so, I hope to see each and every one of you in Las Vegas!!

Cherie Mingus
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Awards Committee News
Susanna Franklin, Awards Chair
What a great year for the NATFACS Awards 
Committee.  We have received fifteen applications 

for awards this year and we are currently in the 
process of evaluating them!!!  

Our goal is to have the applications reviewed and notify award winners at least six weeks prior to the ACTE/NATFACS convention thereby allowing you to make travel arrangements in a timely manner.  Winners will be announced at the FACS Division Awards Luncheon.

FACS teachers also have additional award opportunity this year.  Realityworks is going to recognize one educator who has found creative ways to touch people’s lives with RealCare Baby and other Realityworks products.  The winner of the RealCare Educator of the Year contest will receive registration to the Association of Career and Technical Education (ACTE) Conference December 2-4 in Las Vegas, NV, air transportation and hotel accommodations while at ACTE, and a $1,000 Realityworks product voucher.  Teachers may nominate themselves or be nominated by members of national or state career and technical associations.  Nominations must be submitted no later than October 15, 2010 at 12:00 p.m. to be eligible.  The official rules and entry form may be found at www.realityworks.com.   This award will also be presented at the FACS Awards Luncheon.

The awards committee is excited about the many opportunities for FACS teachers this year.  If you did not fill out an award application this year, download a copy and start getting ready for next year’s awards.  It’s never too early to start.

See you in December!
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         President-elect, Dr. Michelle Aldrich

   I have been busily updating our NATFACS State Directory and have really enjoyed hearing from all of you who have responded to my e-mails. It sounds like many of you have had some great state conferences with great speakers!  It is really important that we have your current state contact information so that you and your members don’t miss any of the information that we have to share with all of you.

    I have not heard from the following states: Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, New Jersey, North Carolina, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, and the Virgin islands. If you know the state contact person for one of these states please e-mail me at teachwyo@yahoo.com so that I can update the information for your state before we create the flash drives with all of your NATFACS information for the upcoming year that your state contact will receive in Las Vegas.

I am looking forward to seeing all of you in Las Vegas in December! It will be here before we know it!  See you in Vegas!
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A Little NAVHET History

1951- 
Dues 25 cents

125 members

16 State represented

1958 – First Handbook developed

1961 –
First contribution to Fellowship Fund, $100 in honor of Buelah Coon

1963 – The name is National Association of Homemaking Teachers

1966 – The name is National Association of Vocational Home Economics Teachers

1973 – Membership passes the 7000 mark

[image: image12.jpg]



Looking Back…Las Vegas 1987

Would you like to share past history of NAVHET/NATFACS?  Please send your photos with a caption to Charlotte Gray, NATFACS History Chair.  The History Committee will be developing a digital scrapbook to be shared at National Convention and on the webpage.
For information or to send pictures, you may email the pictures to charlottegray@wentzville.k12.mo.us or charlottegray@centurytel.net
Snail mail:  66 Mar Pat Drive, Foristell, MO  63348 
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CALL FOR “BEST PRACTICES” PRESENTATIONS

ACTE Convention December 2-4

Las Vegas, Nevada

NATFACS will again sponsor the “Best Practices” Showcase as a highlight of the FACS Division program for the ACTE Convention this year in Las Vegas, Nevada.  The time is now to start planning to participate in this event, sharing your knowledge and resources with other FACS teachers from across the country.

Consider sharing information about your current program such as activities promoting community service projects, techniques for special needs students, or many of the other activities that are happening in your classroom on a daily basis.  Plans are currently underway to make this coming showcase “bigger, better, and easier” for all involved.  It will no longer be necessary for presenters to bring handouts for all participants, just prepare and submit a copy of materials ahead of the convention and they will be placed on the NATFACS website for members to download when they return home.  This will cut down on the paper that presenters and participants will have to pack to and from convention.  You will then have the opportunity to visit and share with attendees in a relaxed and comfortable environment. If there are several from your school coming to convention, plan a group presentation.  It is the goal to have at least one presenter from each state attending the convention.  More is even better.  Take a few minutes and complete the attached form with your basic information.  More information and details will be forwarded as soon as we know the exact time and location of the Showcase in the convention schedule.

Stacy Skaggs

FACS Program Chair

220 C E Graham Road

Greensburg, KY 42743

270-405-1127

Stacy.skaggs@green.kyschools.us 

“BEST PRACTICES” PRESENTATIONS

ACTE Convention – December 2-4, 2010

Las Vegas, Nevada

Name of Presenter(s) ____________________________________________

Home Address:

Address:_____________________________________ST______Zip_______

Home Email:____________________________________________________

Phone:_________________________Cell:___________________________

School Address: Address:_____________________________________ST______Zip_______

School Email:__________________________________________________

Phone:_________________________

Topic of Presentation __________________________________________

Brief Description_______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Career Cluster_________________________________________________

Please print this form and mail to:  
Stacy Skaggs






220 C E Graham Road






Greensburg, KY 42743

Or email the information to:  Stacy.skaggs@green.kyschools.us 

DEADLINE:  OCTOBER 15, 2010
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                                    “We NEED YOUR Help”, Fall 2010

The Nook sales, state baskets, and your donations support our scholarship program.  Without these funds we would not be able to offer five scholarships annually.  The majority of the items that are sold in the NOOK are from fellow NATFACS members. We need donated items for the Nook, small things such as small crafts, jewelry, cards, and promotional products.

We would also like to challenge our states and members to be Annual NATFACS Sponsors.  Individuals and states that donate will be listed on the NATFACS website at: www.natfacs.org and will be displayed on our “Wall of Sponsorship” in the NATFACS Hospitality Room in 

Las Vegas.  
Levels of Sponsorship


        




         Amount

Gold 










$1000 

Silver 










  $500 

Bronze 




            




               $250

Friends  
 



    




   $ 50

If you are coming to the ACTE Annual Conference in December and have Nook items we can sell, door prizes, or your state would like to make a donation please contact me at
Debby Ashburn 

NATFACS Financial Growth Chair
260 County Road 709

Riceville, TN 37370

(931) 704-0387  

dashburn@k12tn.net 
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                    Congressional Advocacy Packet           

Add your voice to ACTE’s public policy efforts and help us to best represent the interests of the CTE field with federal policymakers—reach out to your policymakers!
ACTE has put together a congressional recess packet for CTE advocates to use. It is very important that you contact your legislators during this time to advocate on behalf of your CTE programs. Members of Congress want and need to hear from their constituents, so take this opportunity to participate in activities that can raise CTE’s profile and get real results in Washington.

Despite the general support that many Members of Congress proclaim, the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act has not received an increase in funding since Fiscal Year 2002, and there is an overall lack of understanding and appreciation for the value of CTE. We must each carry the message. The recess packet will explain in detail how to effectively meet with a legislator, use social media to initiate a coalition of CTE supporters, take advantage of town hall meetings and make the most out of a site visit during August, when Members of Congress are most likely to be accessible and in your state and congressional district.

As Congress leaves Washington, there is a lot of work unfinished. The climate is extremely partisan, and there are a lot of Members of Congress fighting to keep their seats in the November election. You can use this to your advantage to ensure that your Member of Congress is listening to you!
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    Hospitality

Hospitality in the dictionary is defined as, “hospitable treatment, reception, or disposition.”  The FACS Conference Information Center at the ACTE convention in Las Vegas will fulfill each of the above mentioned criteria from the definition of the word “hospitality.”  

As the local arrangements committee chair I am extending a personal invitation to each NATFACS and “non” NATFACS member to visit the FACS Conference Information Center while in Las Vegas.    Come on in and have a seat, treat and eat.  Put your aching feet up.  No pedicures will be offered.  But I can guarantee respite.   Put the load of “stuff” you may be carrying down so that you can kick back for a minute and enjoy.  In Las Vegas there are many fantastic events planned, musicals or shows to see, restaurants to try and endless chances of luck.  But don’t forget, there are people to meet.  Where better than in the FACS “hospitality room” to hit the jack pot???

 Try us out.  Las Vegas is the city known for its hospitality.  Come meet and mingle with the cool NATFACS folk (that would be YOU) and go home lucky!

See you soon.

Rachel Gonzalez

Local Arrangements Chair
NATFACS Scholarship Update for 2010
Marilyn Butler

In an effort to encourage majors in the field of Family and Consumer Sciences, our national organization instituted the availability of scholarships to assist in the attainment of a bachelor’s degree.  Applications have been available on the NATFACS website and the closing date for submission was September 30.  The Scholarship committee will review the candidates and up to five will share the $2500 which is designated for this program.  We will look forward to the announcement of the winners at the ACTE/NATFACS Convention in Las Vegas in December.  Additional fundraising activities will be conducted during the convention to provide support for future scholarships.  
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    FACS AND FCCLA EQUAL STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES

NATFACS AND ACTE EQUAL TEACHER OPPORTUNITIES

by:  Pamela S. Pruett, Blytheville High School FACS & FCCLA

Blytheville, Arkansas

NATFACS Public Relations Chair

FALL 2010 NEWSLETTER ARTICLE

Just as Family and Consumer Sciences and Family, Career and Community Leaders of America help Career and Technical Education students achieve success in academics, personal life, family relationships, career development opportunities, community service, and more, NATFACS and ACTE membership and participation benefit the FACS educator professional in numerous ways.

FACS and FCCLA provide students with opportunities to recognize their potential in various areas of their lives from the intellectual and academic realm to the social and future work world. NATFACS and ACTE afford its members many opportunities to develop their own potential by offering professional development at outstanding state and national conventions, becoming presenters at those meetings, applying for awards, networking with other likeminded professionals across the CTE discipline areas, and serving as officers or committee chairs on various levels. 

NATFACS and ACTE membership involves a monetary commitment annually just as FCCLA membership involves annual dues. However, many of us who are FACS Educators and FCCLA  Advisers, consider the FCCLA Dues to be an investment into expanding the possibilities for the lives of the students who join and take advantage of the outstanding opportunities available through participation in FCCLA National Programs, Scholarship applications, and Leadership Meetings.

Because of the self-sacrificing nature and the very challenging schedule of the FACS Teacher/FCCLA Adviser, it is easy to put one’s own personal and professional growth and development at the bottom of the priority list. However, NATFACS and ACTE are an investment that can yield high dividends over the years.  The FACS professional educator will find that with prolonged membership in NATFACS and ACTE, the dividends can become a high end yield opportunity. For example, awards rubrics consider years of membership and activity levels in the organization along with other factors. It is refreshing and motivating to have opportunities to interact with other professionals in a relaxed yet academic, professional setting. Many school districts would consider allowing a FACS Teacher to attend a CTE professional meeting if that person was serving as an officer, committee chair, presenter, or award winner versus only as an attendee.

Another aspect of membership in NATFACS and ACTE is the opportunity to promote the FACS and FCCLA program at one’s school through public relations articles and announcements of the participation and achievement of the FACS Teacher in those CTE organizations. Whether serving as an officer or committee chair or committee member, receiving an award from NATFACS and/or ACTE, sponsoring a student who is selected for a scholarship through teacher membership, presenting at a state or national meeting, or attending a national or state convention-publicize, publicize, and publicize. 

FACS Teachers/Educators experience a sense of fulfillment when they share in the joy of student achievement and are especially delighted when they have encouraged that student in a particular aspect of that accomplishment. There is also a genuine sense of satisfaction and encouragement that comes from being recognized and appreciated for a job well done by one’s fellow educator professionals in NATFACS and ACTE. That is definitely worthy of publicity!
Registration Committee
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2010 Annual Convention and Career Tech Expo
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Mark your calendar today for the best professional development event of the year, December 2-4 in Las Vegas. Registration is now open (print form). See below for hotel reservations. Check back often or subscribe to this page via RSS for all the latest information and updates! 
COSTS –Conference Registration-$285.00 before July 9

ACTE Membership -$80.00

NATFACS membership-$20.00

NATFACS Hospitality Room-$10.00
Register now--Hotels will be filling up fast!!! Early Bird Registration ends July 9, 2010. 

*All NATFACS teachers register in the Hospitality Room at the convention in Las Vegas-Location will be sent at a later date.
Remember ACTE dues will increase July 1 to $80.00.  Pay your dues before July 1st and save $20.00.

If you would like to assist with the 2010 NATFACS registration, please contact Donna Cantrell-donnac@meridian-technology.com
�











