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Fall News and Convention Highlights—2009

 (
Message from the President
)
 (
I am of the opinion that my life belongs to the community, and as long as I live, it is my privilege to do for it whatever I can.  I want to be thoroughly used
 up
 when I die, for the harder I work, the more I live. Life is no 'brief candle' to me. It is a sort of splendid torch which I have got hold of for a moment, and I want to make it burn as brightly as possible before handing it on to future
 
generations.
George Bernard
 Shaw
 
) [image: susanna_franklin]   


NATFACS is our community—a community of professionals with a common purpose—to promote Family and Consumer Sciences education.  I consider it a privilege to be serving as your 2009-2010 NATFACS President, and to be part of such a dedicated community of professionals.  I hope each of you will be able to continue demonstrating your commitment to our organization by attending the NATFACS convention at ACTE, November 19-21, in Nashville, Tennessee.   

An amazing network of FACS professionals have volunteered to ensure that we have speakers and programs in place; delicious luncheons; an incredible showcase of our best curriculums; numerous awards to present worthy candidates; a hospitality room stocked with refreshments and networking opportunities; and scholarships to give to future FACS teachers; as well as a great “Nook” that will give you an opportunity to once again do a bit of Christmas shopping while we continue to keep those scholarships funded. Your executive council and committee chairs have spent countless hours allowing their “splendid torch” to burn for our organization by planning an educational and fun filled event.

In March of this year, your 2009-2010 NATFACS board met in Tulsa, Oklahoma to plan convention activities.  We took to heart your convention comment cards and worked to plan improvements and a program that will be full of information and resources to energize you.   Our final schedule is still subject to changes, but a tentative schedule is included in this copy of the Newsletter.  

Would you consider being one of those chairs or executive council members and volunteer to keep our organization strong for “future generations”?  It is fun and a great opportunity to network with FACS teachers from coast to coast.  You will experience growth beyond your greatest expectations and many personal rewards!  With the continuing decline in Family & Consumer Sciences teachers, it is now more important than ever that we do what we can to be involved in our professional organization.  Take a few minutes and fill out the involvement card at this year’s convention –I promise you won’t regret it!!

Make sure that your state is represented at the State Contact meeting to receive a new copy of the handbook and all the necessary information that they will need to share with your state members to keep them informed and involved with NATFACS.

If you are aware of new professionals, please invite them to start their careers on a positive note by attending our convention and being actively involved.  We are always looking for deserving FACS students at our universities who need to join NATFACS as a student and apply for NATFACS Scholarships.  Your recommendations and encouragement in directing them to us is greatly appreciated.  And, if you know a veteran FACS teacher who is not a part of our organization, please invite them to join NATFACS as well!

I want to welcome you to Nashville and the annual ACTE/NATFACS Convention.  I also encourage you to be actively involved with your Family and Consumer Sciences community by:
· spending time networking with fellow FACS educators in the FACS Conference Information Center while at conference
· participating in the FACS interest sessions and sharing the information gained at those sessions with fellow FACS educators in your state
· volunteering your time and talents to serve the NATFACS organization as a committee member, committee chairman, or officer during 2010-2011

Let’s be sure we burn brightly for our organization, our schools, and especially for future generations.

Professionally Yours, 

Susanna Franklin


The following are sessions and presentations scheduled for Family and Consumer Sciences Education:
 21st Century Process Skills to Engage and Assess Student Learning
Add "Shine" to Your Classroom by Incorporating FCCLA STAR Events Throughout the Curriculum Bahamian Indigenous Artisans, Tourism and Entrepreneurship 
Classroom Technology for Diverse Learners: Using a Student Response Technology System in the CTE 
Classroom 
Critical Thinking ‐ Reaching Higher Depth‐of‐knowledge Levels 
CTE: Preparing the New Green‐collar Workforce 
Culinary Arts Career Pathway: A Complete Presention on How to Make Your Programs Excel 
Developing and Enhancing Career and Living Skills Educational Programs 
Enhancing FACS Education by Focusing on Sustainability Practices, Developing Professional Passion and 
Commitment and Providing Public Policy Education 
Enhancing Professionalism: Image Is Everything Family and Consumer Sciences 
Teacher Preparation Standards: Celebrating Achievements and Charting Future Directions 
Financial Education: Where Rigor and Relevance Meets Active Student Engagement 
"Getting to Know … ME!" Getting Students Ready for Workplace Interactions 
How to Design a Life‐changing Personal Finance Course
 I Read, but I Don't Get It! 
Integrating FCCLA Into the College Classroom
 Live It. Learn It. Using Active Learning and Simulation Technology for 21st Century Career Preparation 
and Life‐skills Education
Methods of Aligning Your Culinary Arts/Nutrition Curricula to the Latest State and National 
Competencies in the Hospitality and Tourism Cluster 
Preparing Students for Culinary Competitive Events 
Preparing Students for the 21st Century: Learning the Language the World Speaks 
Project Ideas for the FCS Classroom 
Standards‐based Assessments for Family and Consumer Sciences Programs of Study: PrePAC and the 
National Standards Provide Data for Achievement and Effectiveness 
Strategies for Teaching Undergraduates in Family and Consumer Sciences to Deliberate Ethical 
Dilemmas 
Student Assessment: Promoting Meaningful Learning and Use in Program Evaluation 
Sustaining the Future of Family and Consumer Sciences Education 
Teaching Math in a Culinary Context 
The Art of Digital Storytelling 
The Role of Appearance in Judgments of CTE Teacher Professionalism 
Trends in Food‐service Education 
Understanding the FCCLA Language of Leadership 
WebQuests and Social Networks ‐ New Tools for Teaching FACS 
WOW! Where Did You Find That?


ACTE FACS Division Tentative Schedule 2009
	Date
	Time
	Activity

	Wed, Nov 18
	9:00-2:30 p.m.
	FACS Packet Assembly - done by NATFACS, NATFACS Board Meeting

	Wed, Nov 18
	1:00-4:00 p.m.
	FACS Division Policy Meeting (President/President Elect)

	Wed, Nov 18
	3:00-5:00 p.m.
	FACS Conference Information Center

	Wed, Nov 18
	6:00-7:30 p.m.
	NATEFACS Executive Board Meeting

	Wed, Nov 18
	8:00-9:30 p.m.
	NATEFACS Editorial Board

	Thurs, Nov 19
	7:30-8:30 a.m.
	FACS Conference Information Center

	Thurs, Nov 19
	10:30-1:00 p.m.
	FACS Conference Information Center

	Thurs, Nov 19
	10:45-11:45 a.m.
	NATEFACS Business Meeting

	Thurs, Nov 19
	10:45-11:45 a.m.
	NASAFACS Business Meeting

	Thurs, Nov 19
	1:00-2:30 p.m.
	FACS Opening Session

	Thurs, Nov 19
	3:00-5:00 p.m.
	FACS Conference Information Center

	Thurs, Nov 19
	3:15-4:15 p.m.
	NATFACS State Contacts Meeting

	Fri, Nov 20
	9:00-12:00 a.m.
	FACS Conference Information Center

	Fri, Nov 20
	9:00-11:00 a.m.
	NATEFACS Best Practices in Teaching & Research

	Fri, Nov 20
	10:30-11:30 a.m.
	NATFACS Showcase of Best Practices

	Fri, Nov 20
	12:00-2:00 p.m.
	FACS Division Luncheon & Awards w/ FCSEA

	Fri, Nov 20
	2:15-4:00 p.m.
	FACS/NATFACS Business Meeting & NATFACS Officer Installation (You should all attend the first part of this meeting, we'll be running a new FACS VP Candidate and you can report on your section at this meeting as well)

	Sat, Nov 21
	8:00-9:00 a.m.
	FACS Division State Sharing Session

	Sat, Nov 21
	9:15-10:15 a.m.
	NATFACS Board Meeting
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Charlotte Gray, Awards Chair

Congratulations to all of the states who submitted applications for NATFACS Award.  At this time the awards applications are being reviewed and scored. Winners will be notified by September 30. The award winners will be announced at the FACS Division Awards Luncheon Friday, November 20, 12:00-2:00.  

It is never too late to begin the process of filling out the forms for next year. Remember the deadline is August 1. Please download a current copy of the application and begin the process of collecting the necessary information.   We would like to stress that NATFACS involvement is a vital factor for most of the award categories.  The application can be found at www.NATFACS.org.

LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS COMMITTEE
Welcome to Nashville!   Please don’t forget to stop by the FACS Conference Information Center during ACTE.  You will find FACS registration, Refreshments, First Timers Reception, NATFACS History, State baskets and other items to purchase for our Scholarship Fund as well as meeting and networking with other FACS  professionals.  Hours for the Information Center are:
	Wednesday, November 18, 2009 	3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
	Thursday, November 19, 2009		7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.
							10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
							3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
	Friday, November 20, 2009		9:00 a.m. – 12:00p.m.

While you are in Nashville here is a list of HOT SPOTS to stave off your hunger and thirst 
	Sunset Grill is a national landmark
	Tin Angel is comfortable and reasonably priced
	City House enjoys the cuisine of award winning Chef James
	Bro’s Cajun Cuisine has true authentic Cajun fare	
	La Hacienda is the best Mexican food in Nashville
	Bonjo Java is the oldest and best coffee shop
	Chaffins Barn will entertain you with theater and dinner
	Bluebird Café is the oldest hot spot for live music.  You never know who          
            will be there.  It may be tomorrow’s rising star or an established act!  

STATE CONTACT MEETING
Cherie L. Mingus, President-Elect 

The NATFACS State Contacts meeting will be held at the ACTE Convention in Nashville, Tennessee November 19-21 at the Gaylord Opryland Hotel.  Please check the convention program for date, time, and location.  I look forward to meeting each of the State Contacts.

NATFACS handbooks with the strategic plan and NATFACS information will be covered as well.  Please make sure that your state has someone represented to take this information back to share with your state.  The following are those that have been identified as state contacts.  If there are any changes that need to be made, please contact me by email – cherie.mingus@hardin.kyschools.us  or  cheriemingus@windstream.net  or by phone  - (270) 737-3997.  I live in Elizabethtown, Kentucky so I am in the Eastern Time zone.

I look forward to seeing either you or a member of your state organization at the 2009 ACTE Convention in Nashville!


IT’S NOT TOO LATE!!

CALL FOR “BEST PRACTICES” PRESENTATIONS
ACTE Convention November 19-21, 2009
Nashville, Tennessee

NATFACS will again sponsor the “Best Practices” Showcase as a highlight of the FACS Division program for the ACTE Convention this year in Nashville, Tennessee.  The time is now to start planning to participate in this event, sharing your knowledge and resources with other FACS teachers from across the country.
Consider sharing information about your current program such as activities promoting community service projects, techniques for special needs students, or many of the other activities that are happening in your classroom on a daily basis.  Plans are currently underway to make this coming showcase “bigger, better, and easier” for all involved.  It will no longer be necessary for presenters to bring handouts for all participants, just prepare and submit a copy of materials ahead of the convention and they will be placed on the NATFACS website for members to download when they return home.  This will cut down on the paper that presenters and participants will have to pack to and from convention.  You will then have the opportunity to visit and share with attendees in a relaxed and comfortable environment. If there are several from your school coming to convention, plan a group presentation.  It is the goal to have at least one presenter from each state attending the convention.  More is even better.  Take a few minutes and complete the attached form with your basic information.  More information and details will be forwarded as soon as we know the exact time and location of the Showcase in the convention schedule.

Betty J. White
FACS Program Chair
203 Meadow Lane
Hallsville, MO  65255-9405
573-696-3776
bettyj49@centurytel.net



Name of Presenter(s) ____________________________________________

Home Address:
Address:_____________________________________ST______Zip_______
Home Email:____________________________________________________
Phone:_________________________Cell:___________________________

School Address: Address:_____________________________________ST______Zip_______
School Email:__________________________________________________
Phone:_________________________

Topic of Presentation __________________________________________

Brief Description_______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Career Cluster_________________________________________________

Please print this form and mail to:  Betty J. White
                                             203 Meadow Lane
                                             Hallsville, MO  65255-9405

Or email the information to:  bettyj49@centruytel.net

Financial Growth Committee News, Fall 2009

Make plans to visit the NATFACS resource room for “THE NOOK” at this year’s ACTE convention in Nashville.  We will be open during all NATFACS registration hours.  
The Nook, state baskets and your donations support our scholarship program.  Without these funds we would not be able to offer five scholarships annually.  Our goal is to increase scholarship funding from $500 to possibly $750 and/or to increase the number scholarships given annually.  Currently, we raise approximately $2500 each year toward the scholarship fund.  This is the amount we currently give out annually.  In order to increase scholarships we will need to increase our contributions.  We will need $1250 more to increase scholarship awards to $750.  Wouldn’t it be great to offer more than 5 scholarships annually? 

We will have fantastic state baskets and lots of fun merchandise to sell for our scholarship fundraiser.  Some of the items available include, Fitz and Floyd holiday items, children’s books, recipe books, book markers, cards, jewelry, thermal beverage cups and much more.  Remember to bring lots of cash and checks to purchase items on your Christmas list with us!  No credit cards, please….allow extra room in your suitcase to carry home all your gifts!  

If you would like to donate items to sell at the nook, please contact me via
email:  krodriguez@hsv.k12.al.us or cell phone (256) 714-4606

In addition, we would like to challenge our states and members to be Annual NATFACS Sponsors:

Levels of Sponsorship			Amount

Gold 						$1000 
Silver 						$500 
Bronze 					$250
Friends  	 				$ 50

States and individual contributor’s names will be listed on our website:  www.natfacs.org   Donations can be brought to the Nook at the annual conference in Nashville or mailed to me at
Karen Rodriguez
NATFACS Financial Growth Chair
2903 Gallalee Road
Huntsville, AL  35801

Alabama has already become a Silver NATFACS sponsor!  

We need your support!  See you there.

Legislative Update
	Harkin Announced as Senate Education Committee Chair                                              
  
On September 9, it was announced that Sen. Tom Harkin (D-IA) would assume leadership of the powerful Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee. The position became vacant after the death of Sen. Ted Kennedy last month. 
 
In an official statement, Sen. Harkin said: 
 
"I was honored to accept the chairmanship of the Senate HELP Committee. To serve in this capacity is to carry on the legacy of Senator Ted Kennedy, who dedicated his life to ensuring that our economy works for all Americans, guaranteeing every child the opportunity to pursue a quality education and, of course, the cause of his life: access to quality, affordable health care for all Americans." 
 
There had been speculation that the committee chair would go to Sen. Chris Dodd (D-CT), who has been leading the committee work on health care, but due to restrictions on the number of committee chairmanships any individual senator can hold, Sen. Dodd elected to stay as chair of the Senate Banking Committee. Upon assuming the chair of the HELP Committee, Sen. Harkin will have to leave his leadership post on the Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee.
 
Sen. Harkin will now have leadership over both the education and workforce development authorizing legislation handled by the HELP Committee, such as the reauthorization of the Workforce Investment Act, and the funding of all education and workforce programs through his role as chair of the Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations Subcommittee. 
 
In past years, Sen. Harkin has been a key CTE supporter, receiving the ACTE Policymaker of the Year award in 2007. He was active in the 2006 Perkins reauthorization and has been instrumental in restoring proposed cuts to Perkins funding. He will now be in an even more critical position to impact policy affecting CTE.
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	SAFRA Bill Headed to House Floor                                                                                        
  
The full House is expected to vote this week on H.R. 3221, the Student Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act (SAFRA), which includes legislative language incorporating President Obama's American Graduation Initiative to support community colleges. ACTE worked to ensure that the bill contains a broad definition of "community college" that includes CTE centers (as defined in the Perkins Act) as recipients of funds. Read about the details of the bill in ACTE's July 20 Legislative Update.
 
The community college plan in H.R. 3221 would be paid for through changes to federal student loan programs. The changes would eliminate the Federal Family Education Loan program and provide all federal student loans directly from the government. This move has been widely criticized by Republicans and even some Democrats. There have also been conflicting reports on the possible savings of such a program and the costs of other programs contained within H.R. 3221, leaving many hurdles for the legislation to pass before it could ultimately be signed into law.
 
Many of those hurdles exist in the Senate, which has not yet moved on similar legislation. Last week, ACTE sent a letter to education staff on the HELP Committee to request that the Senate bill reflect the House legislative language that includes CTE centers as eligible recipients of funds. The letter also underscored the significance of the community college initiative and expressed ACTE's support.                                               


Lark Higginbotham, Legislative Chair

NATFACS NEEDS YOR HELP
WANTED: NATFACS Membership to Increase
· Remember to renew your membership
· Discuss the benefits of NATFACS membership with your co-workers and/or student teachers.  See www.natfacs.org 
· Encourage others to renew/join their FACS organization
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